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dolphin time in honduras

Anthony’s Key Resort on Roatan Island beckons every family mem-
ber to dive into its water-bound attractions. Parents have time for
themselves—to dive, snorkel and deep-sea fish—while children learn
about and interact with bottle-nose dolphins or participate in a variety
of PADI programs that teach them to swim with and like a fish. PADI
programs, such as Bubblemaker, SASY, Jr. Open Water Certification
and Jr. Scuba Diver certifications are offered year-round. The Dolphin
Scuba Camp, which is available to age groups 5 to 9 and 10 to 14, is
open for business in the summer (June through August), Right now,
families might think about booking the Caribbean Snorkeling package,
a 7-night program that includes two snorkel trips a day, one nighttime
snorkel trip, one dolphin beach encounter, a day excursion to Maya
Key and an island fiesta night, priced from $769 to $1,189 pp dbl; the
4-night package includes two snorkel trips and one dolphin beach en-
counter, with costs ranging from $459 to $709 pp dbl. Prices vary with
accommodations and all these packages include all meals. The resort
can book extensions on the mainland to Copan for families interested in
adding a Mayan culture encounter to their time in Honduras,

eco-friendly costa rica

Austin-Lehman Adventures takes its 8-night Costa Rica Family Ad-
venture from the coastline to the cloud forests. Families spend the first
two nights at Casa Turire, a gracious colonial plantation home with the
relaxed refinement of a Caribbean hacienda, where you raft the Reven-
tazon River, ride horseback through coffee country and take a noc-
turnal nature walk. The next stop is two nights at Hotel Villa Blanca,
set on 75 acres in the Los Angeles Cloud Forest. Stays are in a private
casita, and guests take a guided forest tour and ride a zipline through
the canopy. They then spend three nights at Arenal del Mar Resort,
exploring Manuel Antonio National Park and surfing. The last night is
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Saddling up at Estancia Los Potreros in Argentina.

spent in San Jose at the Beacon Escazu. The cost of the Dec. 20
departure is $3,498 pp dbl, children's prices are $2,798 to $3,148.

Cayuga Sustainable Hospitality Hotels, a group of six unique, up-
scale and sustainable hotels, resorts and ecolodges, are dotted about
Costa Rica (the newest member, Jicaro Island Ecolodge, is in Nica-
ragua), and they often combine two or more to present perfect family
vacations. Member Lapa Rios Ecolodge, on the Osa Peninsula, is a
lodge that continues to make the Conde Nast Traveler Gold List for real
rainforest adventure and wildlife viewing, and is offering a 4-night Fam-
ily package that features accommodations in a private deluxe bunga-
low, three meals daily, all non-alcoholic drinks, roundtrip transfers from
Puerto Jimenez airport and a full menu of excursions including a visit to
the Carbonera School, family waterfall hike, surfing lessons and an early
bird trek. Additionally, families will enjoy going horseback riding, kayak-
ing, surfing, dolphin and whale watching. The package is priced from
$1,490 pp dbl and $1,290 tpl, and through Dec. 15, booking a 3-night
stay gives families a fourth night free.

To offer families a different Costa Rica experience, Lapa Rios com-
bines with a 3-night family package at Arenas del Mar Beach &
Nature Resort, where indeed the rainforest meets the beach right at
Manuel Antonio National Park. Guests make themselves at home in
spacious and comfortable rooms, and there are two pools with ocean
views, a choice of two beaches and two restaurants. Effective through
Nov. 20, families staying three nights pay for two, and rates range from
$280 pp dbl for a rainforest suite to $450 for an oceanview suite; a child
6 years and over is accommodated for $50 a night, and those under 6
stay for free. Complimentary to guests are two special tours: learn to
make Tortillas at Petatillo and the Easy Being Green tour. At the resort,
family-friendly activities include whitewater rafting, canopy tours, ocean
kayaking, mangrove and dolphin tours, night walks and hikes, and sun-
set catamaran cruises. Between December and February, and August
and September, guests are treated to whale watching excursions.

galapagos islands: on land and sea

ROW Adventures was a pioneer in multi-sport adventure in the
Galapagos. While most travel to the wondrous Galapagos Islands is
cruise-based, ROW'’s sea kayak and hiking journey allows small groups
a close-up look at sites that are not on the main routes. Its 10-night
Galapagos Unbound adventure includes three main islands connected
by small aircraft or boat: San Cristobal for sea kayaking, snorkeling,
swimming and beach camping for two nights; Isabela for three nights
at Casa Marita, and activities including a hike up Sierra Negra to the
volcano rim and a boat trip to Tuneles & Tintoreras islands whose stars
are sea lions, white-tipped reef sharks and marine iguanas; and Santa
Cruz for a 2-night stay in Puerto Ayora, including visits to the tortoise
highland reserve and boat trips for wildlife viewing and snorkeling. Three
nights in Quito is part of this 10-night tour, priced from $3,690 pp dbl
for 10-12 passengers; $3,890 for six-nine passengers; all-inclusive, ac-
companied by a ROW professional and a naturalist guide; not included
is internal Galapagos Island transport ($165). Extensions are available
to the highland haciendas and to Amazon rainforest lodges.
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A less-rigorous land-based option in the islands is a stay at the Finch
Bay Eco Hotel on Santa Cruz. Increasingly, families are booking a 4-
night Galapagos Islands cruise, ending with a 3-night stay at one of the
small hotels in and around Santa Cruz. Finch Bay is a good choice for

families. Located on Punta Estrada, just across the bay and a 5-minute

boat ride away from Puerto Ayora town, it has its
own pool, beach, excursion yacht for exploring
nearby islands and beaches, and active sporting
options from mountain biking and sea kayaking,
to an introduction to scuba diving. Kids 10 years
and older can also take an introductory PADI
scuba course. Priced from $1,053 pp dbl, a 3-
night package includes accommodations (from
suites to premium rooms), all meals, a highlands
tour, two days of excursions, a guided visit of the
Darwin Research Station, transfers in/out and
taxes. Packages are available for 3-, 4- and 7-
night stays. Finch Bay is owned by Quito-based
Metropolitan Touring, whose Galapagos hold-
ings also include the cruise vessels Santa Cruz,
Isabela Il and La Pinta. Aboard every cruise, kids
(ages 7-12) can become members of the Young
Pirates program, featuring special supervised
activities, materials, and menus for the youthful
explorers on board.

cruise the peruvian amazon

National Geographic Adventure magazine called
International Expeditions’ Amazon River tour
one of the “25 greatest adventures in the world.”
In 2011, this specialist in small group tours is
offering designated family departures—July 8,
15, 22 and 29—on this same cruise, aboard La
Amatista. Following a city tour and overnight in
Lima on arrival, the next day passengers begin
their 7-day exploration of the Peruvian Amazon,
which starts in Iquitos. From there, passengers
young and older cruise on the Rio Ucayali, the
watery land of the pink dolphins; enter the Pa-
caya Samira Reserve (the largest wetland in the
world) where kids focus on fishing for piranhas
and spotting caimans and capybaras; hike and
look for otters, and go head-to-head in a soccer
match against local village kids. The riverboat en-
ters the home stretch back to Iquitos on the Rio
Maranon, and by docking time, youngsters will
have learned survival skills, bird calls, 20 ways
to cook a piranha, and how to make mosquito
repellent from medicinal plants. Including every-
thing but international and local air, the tour price
is $3,498 on lower deck, $3,698 on upper deck,
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pp; for children 7-18, the cost is $150 less. Bookings made at least
nine months prior to departure will save an additional $175 per person.
Extensions to this 10-day tour are available to the Nasca Lines, Cusco
and Machu Picchu. »
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Exploring at Tranquilo Bay Eco Adventure Lodge in Bocas del Toro, Panama.

Thomson Family Adventures concentrates on Peru: Land of the
Ancient Inca in its 8-day program. In 2011, this will be a 9-day adven-
ture with an extra day in Machu Picchu. Two departures are scheduled
for December, for an adventure that includes a first night in Lima, two
days in the Scared Valley, with a visit to Ollantaytambo, whitewater raft-
ing, and a weaving lesson in Chinchero village; two nights at Machu
Picchu, a night in Cusco and a final night in Lima. The December de-
partures are priced at $3,490 pp dbl for adults; $3,390 for teens and
$3,340 for children—recommended 8 years old minimum.

at home on the range: in argentina

Located outside the air gateway of Cordoba—an hour by air from Bue-
nos Aires—Estancia Los Potreros is a perfect pick for families looking
for the quintessential “home on the range” experience that's so much a
part of the Argentina lifestyle brand. Los Potreros is a 6,500-acre work-
ing cattle ranch and stud farm that has remained in the same Anglo-
Argentine family for four generations. And the Begg family invites their
guests to share their home, their lifestyle, and excellent guest facilities,
whether one's passion is outstanding horses, beautiful scenery, walk-
ing, mountain biking, birdwatching, golfing at nearby courses, visiting
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Tour operators specializing

in Latin America,

expedition cruises, lodges
and inns often have just the
ticket for planning a restful—
not stressful—family vacation
so that everyone enjoys
themselves and each other.

historic Jesuit churches or simply enjoying a dip in the pool and good
company. At Los Potreros, the focus is on horses (80 Criollos, Paso Pe-
ruanos and polo ponies). An able staff introduces riding to beginners,
and leads half-day, all-day and even overnight rides with catered camp-
ing to all corners of the property. Additionally, everyone has a chance to
learn and watch the gauchos break horses and round up cattle, while
guests can try their hand at polo, with lessons and informal games
held weekly for riders and watchers. Also on view are lassoing com-
petitions and gaucho games. The youngest visitors can explore rock
pools, gather eggs, and run with the dogs who always love company.
Cost is $360 pp dbl and includes transfers from Cordoba, all food and
drinks (including lovely wines), and all activities; children 16 and under
receive a 20 percent discount, and non-riding youngsters a 50 percent
discount. Special for families is a charming, English-cottage style Doll's
House, with three bedrooms and two baths. B

contact information

Adventure Life: (800) 344-6118; adventure-life.com

Adventure Smith: (877) 820-2875; adventuresmithexplorations.com
Anthony's Key Resort: (800) 227-3483; anthonyskey.com
Arenas del Mar Beach & Nature Resort: arenasdelmar.com
Austin-Lehman Adventures: (800) 575-1540; austinlehman.com
Estancia Los Potreros: ride-americas.com

Finch Bay Eco Hotel: (877) 534-8584; finchbayhotel.com

Gamboa Resort: (877) 800-1690; gamboaresort.com

International Expeditions: (800) 234-9620; ietravel.com

Lapa Rios Ecolodge: laparios.com

ROW Adventures: (800) 451-6034; rowadventures.com

Thomson Family Adventures: (800) 262-6255; familyadventures.com
Tranquilo Bay Eco Adventure Lodge: (713) 589-6952; tranquilobay.com
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