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's EXPO T UR Tr avel M art
. . Costa Rica M inister of

Touri sm Ca rlos Ricardo Benavides
stated it very simply: "Susrainabill ty is
an obliga tion of all of us Oil this plane t,"
he said .Th is was true 10 years ago when
the C osta Rican Tourism Institute
(l CT) set up the C ertifi cate of Sustain ­
able Tourism, or CST. (www .sustain­
ab le- tourism .co.cr), No w, even more
th an ever, it 's tim e for travel agents
ami tour 0pen ltors to sell sustainable
tourism in Costa Rica.

Briefly, rhe C ST is a rati ng system
based o n a scale IIf 0 -5 with level- five

green leaves con side red a mod el of SU>­

tainable to urism . It's a voluntary cer­
ti ficatio n program open to lod gin gs,
tour operators, airlines and car rental
age ncies wi th in C osta Rica. The C ST
certification standards are rigorous;
th ere arc still only a ha ndful of lodg ­
ings with full five-l eaves sta tus, bur

more arc applying every day.
No one is more informed about

sustainable tourism in Costa Rica than
Gl enn Jamp ol, president of the Nation­
al Eco touri sm Society or Ca mara Na­
cional de Ecotu rismo (CA AEC O ).

Jampol was on the original committ ee
th at set "I' the C ST guidelines a decade
ago. H e was in New York C ity recen tly
to accept an award fro m the Rainfor ­
est Alliance , (www.rainforestalliance.
org) and travels the world lecturing and
consulting about sustainable touri sm.

"Th e CS T gu idelines are very
strict," sap Jampo l. "Every set of ques­
tions, and there arc abou t 1,000 of

the m, have to bebacked up byevi den ce,
O ur guests arc also pa rt of the process
in that we ask th em to evaluate the ir
expe rience dur ing their stay. Now about
12-15 percellt of the m ch oose sustain­

abili ty as th e most impo rtant eleme nt

of th eir trip. Susrainabill ty is about sav­
ing money, too, and th at 's good busi­
ness. O ur goal at the Nation al Eco­
tour ism Society is tha t [some day] we
wo n't need the socie ty anym ore, because
everyt hing will be sustainable."

Jampol and his wife Teri Jamp ol
are owners of Finca Rosa Blanca Cof­
fee Plantation and Co untry In n (www,
fincarosablanca.com, 506 -2269 -9392),
located ju st 20 mi nutes from San Jose's
int erna tional airpo rt above th e Ce ntral
Valley. A boutique hotel and one of the
country's most exclusive hideaways, Fio­
ca Rosa Blanca offers 13 uniq ue suites
focused on coffee culture, comfort , art

and design . ' Ihc hotel features a restau ­
rant and bar with magnificent \;CWS, a
full-service spa, private tours of its or­
gan ic shade- grown certified coffee plan ­
tation, as well as guided volcano tours.
bird watchin g, nature walks, horseback
tours, and an infinity chemical- free
swimmi ng poo l and Jac-uzzi hu t tu b.
Finca Rosa Blanca continues to achieve
the highest five- leaves CST status .

The ja mpols also own Arrn:11; del
~ Beach & Natu re Resor t (www ,

urena sdel mar.com, 50 6 2777-27ii ),
whi ch is on the Centr al Pacific coast o f
C osta Rica. The first hotel to be built
accordin g to the strict C ST standar ds,
Aren as del Mar is a 38 -rnom beach and
nature resort wi th spectacular views of
the M anu el An toni o National Park .
Nes tled in 11 acres of rainforest above
two tree- shaded white-sand beach es,

the resort has guestrooms, apartme nts
and suites offering great ocean views,
elegant dining in two restaurants with

a focu s on fresh local ingre d ients, two
fresh-water swimming poo ls with
views of the rainfore st an d beach , and

a spectacu lar spa . Arenas del M ar's per­
sonalized service aims to exceed guest

expecta tion s, and the resort is the per­
fect model ofsustainahilirv with the full
five-lea ves C ST status. .

San Jose's H otel Grano de O ro
(w\\'\v.hotcll,'fanodeoro.CllIll, 506 2255­
3322) is considered to be th e city's best

pro perty an d con sistently gets top bill­
ing accor ding to Travel & Leisure and
Condi Nast Traveler. Sit uated on a

shady street JUSt off Pasco Colon , the
city's main th oroughfare , the G rano de
O ro was converted from a tropical Vic­
torian mansion into a 4O-room hotel,
and it maintains th e warmth and com­
fort of a private home. A member of
the Small Di stinctive H ot els of Costa
Rica, thi s charming prope rty also has an
ext ensive sustainahility prObTfam and is
in the pro cess of getting its CST sta­
tus. The ho tel signed the Co de of C on­
du ct for the Protection of Children and
Adolescent s from Co mmercial Sexual
Explo ita tion in Travel and Tou rism
in Costa Rica. In 2003, the owners of
H otel G rano de O ro opened C asa Luz,
(www.casaluz .org), a home for yOllng
mothers who h3\'Cbeen sexually abused
and/or exploited,

On th e beauti ful O sa Pen insula
(soo n to be named a UNESCO World
H erit age Si te), Lap a Rio s Ecolod ge
(www .lapar ios .co rn, 506-2735 -5130)
is ano th er excellent green cho ice tor
your cl ients . La pa Rlos is an upscale
16-bun galow ew-Iodge in th e middle
of 1,000 acres of preserv ed rainforest
prized for its bio dive rsity. The 60 -p lus
staff me mhers arc from the local iso ­
lated area, and environmental educa­
tio n is fund amental to the employees
and international hruesrs' expe rien ces,
The de velopment of the local prima ry
school is mostly fu nded by th e lodge's
T ra ve le r 's Philanthropi c o u t reac h.
Lap a Rios has th e full five-leaves C ST

continued onpage 72

© 20 10 AGENT@ HOM E MAGAZINE
All Righls Rese rved.

Administrador
Highlight

Administrador
Highlight




	Selling Green 1
	Selling Green 2

